407 SOUTH TOWNLINE ROAD
LAGRANGE, INDIANA 46761

TELEPHONE 463-357]
AREA CODE 219

Lagrangs, Indiuna
March 14, 1972

W, Yerz Herrem
Lunnestisn 6a

Preaching Christ and Him Crucified
|

|

! Osle €, Noarway

Dear Brolher Eerrm;

On returaing from a trip to ilichigan Christisa College where xy som
attends school, I happened to stop at brother Bea Sherfield's home
to inquire about some leads for proschers fer lagramge, Ho teld me
about you and seme of your background and that you would msesibly
be returning heme sometime in July or August, he thourkt, Ha said
that you would like to locate soaewhere in the southern Michisn er
norihern Indisne area whem vou re?urm and yrefevadly work with a
smaller 4¢ Gediun siwe congregatien, From whet all he sald, I think

sould be in the ramge in size ané area of what you had in
wind, end alse s apric vory highly of yeu Lossuse bo hud werlnd
with you scme years agp in Garden Uity ond thoaght that you would
work well in%e our program hers, I wae very interested amd decided
1% was best to write you, as ho also edvised,

The ermgregation in lagringe is approximately 19 years old, last (etober
ooer, elders weme appointed (Devon Hostetler and myself) but as yet,
we have met appeinted deaceons, but hope te befere the long, It lad:,
ta‘ten several years to get things 1dg in this mission area but
4t seews mow that we have a solid basis for growth and the future
looks bright, Our attendans» hag Jraduelly iversased, and we aver<
ags somewhere avcund cme humired er better mo: (we hud 22 preasmt
last Sunday, which is owr recead). We have p.sce’ a strong emphasis
on persomel work through filmetripe and open Bible study and have
been blossed with some forty comversions in the vast year, Yost of
those comvetried have deem youny married couples with ckildrem, se

1t is very Pewarding to see thax actively tako o purt avd see the
growth in thedr spiritual livos. We have some ZI. wusmhers imvalyed

in a followatp series with mew Christiams, which adds much te the

overall ﬂogrm in keeping the church imvelved,

Less than two years age we built a ne¥ classroom additien om te v

bullding snd just in time for the grovth experisaced, Right now, or

befare very'leng we will need te lawnch inte further expansiom, fov

hﬁpruent'zwﬂitien are being crowded, We have. a nodest. Jviapdw..
m on a ot ajoining the chuseh buildingVe prohebly weuld have
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to sdd another bedroom or twe omte the hewe te accemmedate yeu,fer
I umderatend that you have five childrem, At this peims, we thought
it best to find the rem, then determime his needs, and ge frem tlere,

Our present proacher has beem hore nearly eight years (will be im

June) and for soi2 time he has haé the desire t+ go inte full time
werk, We Lave given peart support durimg this time and furnished his
homa, He has teught schosl in the lagrange and Westview corporation

. for these clght yeara, Brother Sherfield said he thought that you

night be able to keep stme of your suppert and if se,we could make
up the differenco, We ars getting cless to the point where we could
support & wan full-tine, btut it doesn't seen that we can right now.

«th other comnittments that heve heem mode. & mew amereeaticn i3

boing etarisd o Angsda {(a vewn 25 mile east of ue) snd we sre help=
Az in this effort. lec & committmont te Farald OF Truth and ths
> k., AY *io fret of the yesr wawn we yiammed the budgst,
frother Gieseke hal not made the @ aiglem te give wp Ueavilug, =¢
) picture will have te be chemged quite & bit to effest a chauge,
i+ de beliave nowever it if we geel to getéliigoed mam, onc who
An i el iy the truth, ome who appreciates and supperis Em-asuive
| »al work prograr. (Ben recomends yeu highly in this),that tke
| pmorecation will rise te the challenge, Your experlience ia nission~
sl ovk should ereate & greater visiem in this impertant arz Ter
ﬁ] . pars here in lagrange, who think of the church in the -
Lygad e, Iven though many of the eongrsgationm here are yousg in
Zhy 2(“1 Zh they are a wenderful greup of people and help to muke wp
el ¢ @' ke friendliest congregutionss anywhers.

%wz Jo that you havv some particular questiens which yom would
JH-H a¥, amd 1f se, plesse feol free to ask them, I have iried to
j/»{ Iw sverall picture of the ghureh here, dut I'm sure that X

i Hooi fpurgetten some importent things - all this is rather new
7y, b~ 3 do feel a great respomsibility in pecuring & .:i and

: Zgwlj , +#ho would be well suited for the wevk here, 1 really be-
Lk el 738 enjoy the fine growp of Christiang here and Wauld
Lok T T 40 consider working with us to the bulléing up of the
b e lagrange and to other areas as the Lord spens
Aﬁ'mﬁ I ties to us.

jfu.t.;.. j(l Jsther Hostetler end wyself, we axe happy ta have bow
PRLANRY S St «rith you through brother Sherficld and hope ‘dal jev
b s e-vegard to yow thimking regardisg this work, In azy
ras vy 2he o beston His rickest blessings upem rou snd years
ot gpe Spdnryt erve Him in love,
] " Y~i¢ brother in the Lerd,
Dean Hoggat®
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