A Letter to the Congregation

Beca use of a lack of time to persona 1ly talk'with each of you,the elders
thought it best to share information by this insertion.

From the time brother Gicscke resigned to go into full time work,.we have
been looking for a man to tike his place. We roceived leads from various

sources. They were followed up on by letters and calls, but in most all
cases, they wanted full time worlk, which =t this time we arc unable Yo off?r.

Brother Eon Sherfield, preicher from the voldwater, Michigon congregation
mentioned ibout Norman Herron, a missionary in Norwcy for 5§ years, who was
returning to the states in .ugust., He knew brother 1nd sister Horron well,
becnuse they were workers together in the congr-gabtion at Garden City,
iichigan in the early 1960's. From this suggostion we also comminicated
with brother Herron, and have since thnt time.

Upon searching further into the Herronts we found thom to e2rry high
recommandations among evoryono who knew them, Vie spoke to several who knew
them personally and to the clders at Goarden City under whom they worked. Their
background, commi .ttment '‘nd experience wer:s among the deciding facters in
their favor. They possesscd, by far, tha brst auilifications of 'ny lead that

we ha d, 1nd scemed to be the hest suited forithe expanding worlk of the
Lord in LaGrange,

Tt was on July 22 when brother Giesele jnformed us that h: would be moving the
next Wednesday, It was his recommendation, and our judgment based on the
average size of preacher's fomilies, thot we should 794 on to the preacher's
housc. At ~ business me~ting =ith the men on Sunday evoning, Ju'y 23, we
ta 1lked sbout this expansion, its cost nd repaymentfor most of the expsnse,
under our presént loan without increasod payment, We started this work as
soon as the house was vacated 6k July 26th,

In regard to the congr-gation getting to visit with th> Herrons and hearing
him preach, presented a problem of time, They returned honc on the 16th of
august, The next Tuesday the family came down and we tolked with them and to
brother Herron personally =t length, From our talks and previous information we
had on them, we felt that they would be a gren t asscet to ths work here, They
expressed 2 cordial view of the LaGrange arca 1nd for the prograossive work of the
church here., School begins the 29th of wugust and time was short, He was
committed to prsach at home the noxt Sunda y ond also committed for a gospel
mceting on Scptember 10-17, It scemed that a Thursday ovening preaching servics
wns the only occasion the congrogation coudd hear him before getting the children

enrolled in school, :
We are sorry that the usual time given for the selection of a preacher

could not he given., The decision had to bue made and basad upcen our Judgment

we belisve we have a good choice in the Herron family. They have 5 children,
Jeffcry 16, Steven 1L, Kimberly 12, kelissa 9, and Heddd 20months, Of course
four of the children will be in school nnd the ‘Herrons arc anxions to get them

started 1t the very beginning, to 2djust to the local schools, quite a change from

the Norweigin school system,

The Herrons plan to come ea rly Tuesday morning in tims for the morning classes

at school. They will be bringing only necessary things as they aw2it the arrival
of their furniture by bont , which will probably be another 3 weeks,
4s the Herron fa mily attempts to reajust to livingfa the states and
-~ morc particularly in our aren, we should do whatpver we €an to heln them
and merg e our interests and concerns with theirs as we anticipate 2 fruitful
labor together in the Lord's church at LaGrange, . ,
3 The Elders,

Dean Hoggatt

Devon Hostetlex



