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Civil Town of LaGrange

106 South High Street
LaGrange, Indiana 46761

March 28, 1986
Dear Churnchs 07’ Chrax

As part of the LaGrange Sesquicentennial, a history of
LaGrange's 150 years is being compiled to be published in a
hardbound book by Taylor Publishing of Pennsylvania. We feel this
is a book LaGrange can be proud of and will be offering leather
bound copies at an additional cost to those who desire.

The book will include: Our EArly Years, Local Government,
Transportation, Merchants, Schools, Organizations, Churches,
Health Care, Communications, Recreation, Architecture, and
Agriculture.

We feel your organization is a part of the history of LaGrange
and we would like to include it in our book. 'We would also like
to include a picture. This may be one from your files or a
present day one of your group. We have photographers available
to take a picture of your group, if you would like. If you are
planning something special for the Sesquicentennial Celebration,
June 18-22, and would like for that to be your picture that also
can Ye arranged. (Arrangements for picture-taking may be done
by contacting the Town Clerk's office or Jeanie Park 463-3450)

Would you have someone compile your history(250-300words)
and send to the Town Clerk's office or Richard Tjarks by June 1 2

The book committee would like to thank you for your
cooperation and participation.

Sincerely,

LaGrange Sesquicentenninal
Book Committee

George Brown Randy Jones Sue Schlemmer
Catharine Causey Richard Marks Ruth Waddell
Barb Frymier Scott McKibben Tammy Weldon
Bill Eberhard Jeanie Park Sandy Yoder

John Leu ' Pat Redmond
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HISTONICAL SKETCH

The following writeeup Is %o appear in 2 histor-
ical survey Ly ths loeal Ricentsnnial Commidten, Tt
vas thousht that the church here 2ight enjoy read-
ing it, and to imow thet as of this Sunday, we be=
gin the 23rd year for the congrozation here in la-
grange,

Church of Christ
ilagrarce, Indiana

Tre nvelevs of the Churen of Christ now meeting
at 477 pouth Townlins Road had ite Uzgzimming in

1953 uken = fe7 frienda tegan mecting in the hame ©

of a Christien family, Vithin & fou weeks a meeting
pizce waz sccured on Delrcit street, above Yates
Shce Stors, anc this way uged until such time that
a necting place was built at the prescnt sits at
407 So, Tovnlin: Roed,

The first neeting of the church was on June 1C,
1952, o & \ednesdzy csvening, in the home of Paul
ané Llbortz Suonsy, on the site whsre the Stepher
Stucdio is leeated, Thzrce vere 22 in attendance,
They were: Tarl and {2y Wilzon and their three
chiléren, illard, zry end¢ Ruth (thz first three
of which cr:- nor dicecasel) s Fref and Devona Cuise
(nor Living in Kissinnee, florida)j Cerl ard Jesuie
Pieratt and their tio somus Bill and Jim (2l living
in larrange; Paul an? 4lbarty Sumey (Saughter and
sme=in-ley of fns Coxx'sl aund their two daughters
Anz 28 Feula 32ll living in Plorida); I'een and
Thelnz Boczatt (living in lesrange) and their two
children.Kathy’! in Ocilla, Cecrgia) and Kent (in
Pochester, lidchigen), For the first mceting we zlso
hed three visiters: One a minister, Doyle Farwocd,

end g friznc, Leon Green, both from El¥hzrt, aud
another ninister,Lucien Palmer,fron Gaxdett,

The firet Synduy in Aumust, 1953, w2 beean ncete
inc at the ronted hall on Detroit straet, In the
sorine of 1255, a building gite way purshased from
Nocl and Georgia Rovan at the nresentv Losation,

and construction, from denated labor, was begun, An
auc¢iterium and classrcoms were completed and first
services were held in the new buildirg on Scptember 23,
1956, The church realized a steady growth throush the
years in adcition to many coming and going as employ-
nent demanded, 3lecause of increased size, a nw educat-
icnal addition was added to the building in 1970 and
auditoriun spece wasg increased to fit the needs, The
balance of the ground gqwned by thz R=ran's has been
purchascd with plans being laid for future expansion
ith nore classrocns and new auditorium, Ths church
WMm now an average attendance of 175, for Sumday morn-
e

In April of 1974, the church began 2 bus ministiy.
This made it pessible to expand our evangelistie oute
reach anc to vrovide a greater service to those in the
comnmunity rural areas, A year later, a second bus was
placed into service, Toe chyrch aprreciates the cpport-
unity to cerve thc community in this wey,

Varlous ninisters havs served the church over the
yeare: rzul Swmnev, 3111 Stcwers, Paul Hosse, Farl
Garner, Tzrl Gieseke and presently, Norman Herren, v,
Herroa enc hie Tanily were nissionary's in Norvay for
six years vrovious to their coning to ILagrangs in Aug-
ust of 1272, They reside in the church licne just norid
of the church buiidinz,

The church has supported evangelistis and bancve-
lent works over the yaars, The naticnwide Heralc Of
Truth radio end television broadcasts are supported
on a regular basia, Variocus T,V, unc radlio "speeizlg"
as well as missicnary appezls raceive assistance as
needed, They are presently supporting ons chllé at the
Shults Lewis Children's liome at Vaiporaisc, Indiana,
A food bank is maintalned at thec buiicieg to help in
tinz of need, The ladiess make monthly tray favors for
patients at *he hospital anc nursing homes as well as
meeting regularly for special prejects, Many of the

: A2 gt T Wit —eeiron ern-
Ine-thilcreats 3inT: hous—ssrviczs e
“srace—here—willnet allod) ——
membere are engared in home Zibls stu
Corresveordancs vork hotk loeslly and
countrics,

ENeN
Y3 e
[ul

A

( being of sarvice te
church in Christian

Renevolence

of souls),

any in need) and Fdificatiom ( instruction to the

Since the beginning of bthe bus ministry, ths church has initiated a
4

& speclal teaching program geared especielly for the young children of
A children's Bible hour is held both Sunday morning and evening where
children are tausht the Word of God by way of puppets, skits, end mengs.
Age level Bible classes are held also on Thursday evenings,

The church has three primary interestss Fvangeliem (spreading the

1living), Fveryone is invited te attend shwir regular services whemever

pessible,

Word of God to the savin



History of tne church of Christ for the }//4;'7 Fe

Ty
Lagrange Sesouicentennial

Cn a Wednesday evening June 10, 1953 g few members of the church began
meeting in the home of one of its members, where Stopher Studio is now Lo-
cated. Twenty Two were present (five Families) at the first meeting.

The first Sunday in Auguat 1953 the church began meeting in a rented
hall above Yates Shoe Store on Detroit street. In the spring af 1955 our
present building site at 407 So. Townline Rd. was purchased and largely
through datated labor an additéeium and classroon facility was built, and
the first services were held in the new building on Sunday Sept. 24, 19%6.
A preachers home was built adjacent to the church tuilding in 1959,

The church realized a steady growth througﬂ’the years. An educational
wing was added in 1970 and again another wing was added in 1976 to its .-

present size, giving the church an auditorium, fourteen classrooms, kit-
chen and restroom facilitieg,

The church has been eerved by many ministers over the years: the fam-
ilies of Bill Stowers, Paul Hosse, Earl Garner, Earl Gieseke, Norman Herron
and Fddic McCuiggzn, with the latter twe presently working as co-evangel-

ists for the church.

Gver the years the church has been active in several ministeries in the
areas of benevolence and evangelism. Presntly, the Keenage program, direct-
ed by Norm Herron, which serves the older adults of the community, has just
celebrated its 8th anniversary and a radio talk show co-hosted by Norm Her-
ron and Eddie McGuiggan, aired on Sunday at 8 a.m. over WSTR is beginning
its second year, Home Bible studies, special classes and activities for
toth men and women are a part of the church!s outreach.

The church of Christ seeks to restore New Testament Christianity and
exists to serve the Lord by serving the community. We welcome any and all

s e W00 pubaceibe o the doctrine of Jasus Chirist, to be a part.-of our fellow-

ship.

P.S, If you think that the names of the original five families alluded
to above would be of interest in this historical sketch, you may in-
clude them. They are: The families of Fred Cox, Carl Pieratt, Earl
Wilson, Paul Sumney and Dezn Hoggatt

?%
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‘e special teaching program geared egpecially fer the young childrenm of
A children's Bible heur is held beth Sumday morning and evening where
children are tausht the Werd of Cod by way of puppets, skits, and mengs.
Age level Bible classes are held also en Thursdey evenings.

The church has three primary interests: Fvangelism (spreading the
Word of God to the eaving of souls), Benevolence ( being of sarvice te
any in need) and Fdificatiom ( instruction to the church in Christian

S living), Fveryene is invited to attend Sheir regular services whemever
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HISTORICAL SKREICH

The following write=up 1s to appesr in 2 histor-
ical survey by ths local Ricentennial Comnifitec, Tt
was thought that the church here night enjoy resd-
ing it, and to imow that as of this Sunday, we be-
gin the 23rd year for the congregation here in la-
grange.

Church of Christ
Lagrange, Indiana

The nueleus of the Church of Christ now meeting
at 407 south Townline Road had ite Lsgimming in
1953 when =z fev frienda began mecting in the home *
of a Christian family, Within a few wecks a meeting ,/o.s’
place was sccurcd on Detroit citreet, above Yates FITNESS
Shoe Store, and this was used until such time that geV72R
a meeting place was built at the present sits at
407 So, Tomline Road.

The first meeting of the church was on Jume 1C,
1953, on & Wiednesday ovening, in the home of Paul
and Alberta Sumncy, on the site where the Stepher
Studio is located. Therce were 22 in attendance,
They were: Farl and ey Hilson and their three
chiléren, Hillard, /lary end Ruth (ths first three
of which zr- nor deceased); Fred and Devona CQX
(nor living in Kissimnee, Florida)j Carl and Jecaie
Pieraty and their two soms Bill and Jim (2l Iiving
in lagrange; Paul an? Alberty Sumey (daughter and
son=in=1aw of +ne Cox?sd and thelr two daughters
Am and Feula vall living in Florida); I'esn and
Thelne Hocgatt (living in legrange) and their two
children, Kathy’ in Ocilla, Cecrgia) and Kent (in
Rochester, Michigen), For the first meceling we zlso
had three visitors: One a nminister, Doyle Farwocd,

end a frisné, Leon Greem, both from Elkhert, aud
another minister,Lveien Palmer,fron Garisti.

The first Sumdey in Auzust, 1953, ws began neete
ing at the rented hall on Detroit streel, In the
soring of 1955, a building site way purabased from
Noel and Georgia Rowan at the present Lotatlon,

and construction,
auditorium and cle
sarvices were held
1956, The church re:

the new buildirg on Septe
ized a steady growth thro
ny coning and going as e
: of increased sise, a new i
ional addition was adéed to the buflding in 1970 2
auditorium space was increased to fit the needs ¥
balance of the ground gwned by tha Rawan's has been
purchased with plans being laid for future expansion
with nore classroons and new auditorium, The church
”m now an average attendance of 175, for Sunday morne
m.

In April of 1974, the church began 2 bus ministiy,
This made it possible to expand our evangelistie ocute
reach anc to provide a greater ssrvice to those in the
community rural areas, A year later, a second bus was
placzd into service, The church aprreciates the opport-
unity to serve the community in this way,

Varlcous ninisters havs served the church over the
years: Faul Sumney, 311l Stowers, Paul Hosse, Ferl
Garner, Farl Gisseke and presently, Norman Herrom, If,
Herroa and his family were missionary's in Norway for
gix years vrovious to thelir coming to lagrangs in Aug-
ust of 1972, Thoy reside in the church ficne st norih
of the church buiidinz,

The church has supported evangelistic and banevo-
lent works over the ysars, The naticnwide Herald Of
Truth vadio end telsyision broadecasts are supported
on a rcgular basiz, Vawricus T,V, anc radio "speeizls"
as well as missicnary appeals raceive assistance as
needed, They ars presently supporting ons chilé at the
Shults Lewis Children's Home at Vaiporaiso, Indiana,

A food bank is maintained at the buildirng to help in
time of need. The ladics make monthly tray favors for

patients at ‘he hospital anc nursing Lomes as well as
meeting regularly for spscial projects. Many of the W

-

countries,

o
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MEMORY PAGE

Please take time and write a little something that you remember from your association
with Mom and Dad from the past 50 years. If you want to include any photos or other
mementos please do so. Please return this page by May Ist, 2001 so it can be compiled
into a book for them. Send to: Sue McAlpin - 166 Tubular Drive

Livingston, TN 38570

931-823-9471  sjmac@multipro.com

Neme: /2 an 3 Thdwa [ogaatt .,
Address: 01 Y\ DMM Ol Mﬁo";f;/éf

iﬁ—gﬁwy‘ﬂm\\gwl/—lﬂé/ ' 4,/> /
Phone numbers '

Home: 22/4- H2-33 'g Work:

Cellular: E-mail:
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